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Surviving Winter Fund

Aim of the fund

The ‘Surviving Winter’ Fund has been created to help vulnerable people in Merseyside who cannot afford to heat their home and maintain a reasonable standard of living during the winter. There are many inter-related factors which will influence how each individual is affected by the cold weather, including their income, housing type and quality, cost of fuel, isolation and underlying health conditions. Each individual’s response to the cold can vary. Some may heat their home more but buy less food. Others will cut back on their heating and social contact. Any of these actions could be detrimental to their well-being at a time when they could be at their most vulnerable.

The aim of this fund is to ensure that people who struggle with the cost of winter can survive the winter with a reasonable level of comfort and dignity. 

Distributing the fund

As this is an ongoing fundraising campaign the total amount for distribution to individuals is subject to donations.  The majority of the funds will be distributed to local community organisations who are supporting vulnerable and older people during the winter months rather than to individuals. 

The application process 

Eligible individuals will complete the attached assessment form with the support of the local voluntary/community organisation.  A representative will sign the form confirming the information adding any additional comments.  The information will then be forwarded to CFM for consideration.  If approved the individual can either be paid direct or via the supporting agency. 

How much?

The usual payment should be £125. However, in exceptional circumstance an award of £250 may be made.  If the applicant is applying for £250 you should explain why. 

Eligibility

The applicant must be either well-known to the organisation or they must provide evidence of their identity, preferably photo ID and a recent utility bill showing residency, plus evidence of receipt of benefits. 

Eligible individuals will be in receipt of either:

· Pension Credit or;

· income-related Employment and Support Allowance that includes a work-related 
activity or support component 

· Income Support or income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
· Live on a low income and will struggle to afford to maintain a reasonable standard of living during the winter months 

They must also be:

· resident in Merseyside 

Priority will be given to applicants not receiving help from other funding sources (ie other benevolent funds, government grants)

What we will fund: 

· Replacement and repair of equipment

· Blankets

· Additional clothing

· Energy efficient items

· Insulation equipment 

· Transport costs

· Additional heating equipment

What we will not fund: 

· Retrospective payments

· Repairs/maintenance deemed to be the responsibility of a landlord

· Payment of fuel bills

· Council tax payments/rent costs

· Care home fees

The organisation will ask the applicant to complete and sign a form agreeing to spend any funds awarded as indicated on their original application form. 

The organisation will then forward the completed assessment form to the Foundation at the following address:

Community Foundation for Merseyside

Third Floor,

Stanley Building,

43 Hanover Street,

Liverpool,

L1 3DN

The individual will receive a decision within 2 weeks of our receiving the assessment. 
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