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Have you got a Bright Idea?
1. Background

Following the fantastic response to our previous Bright Idea rounds, and to recognise the hard work of the local voluntary and community sector, NHS Halton and St Helens (the PCT) has launched a third round of its exciting grants scheme to support new and innovative projects and activities that will support the health and well being of local people. The fund has been made available to support new, small-scale community initiatives that will have a direct impact upon the health of the residents of Halton and St Helens. 

2. Who can apply for the Bright Ideas Community Health Fund?

Applications are welcome from any groups based in the Halton or St Helens areas or those groups whose work directly benefits residents within these boundaries. 

The scheme is aimed primarily at small community groups that want to expand their work to develop health related projects. 

Groups can apply for any amount up to a maximum of £2,000. (Grants of up to £500 will be expected to be the norm, but larger amounts will be available for outstanding projects). 

If a group received a grant in the first round of funding, they cannot apply for money to work on the same project. (Unless it is a significant development that will take the activity in a completely new direction).

Also, if a project has received financial support through the Healthy Living Team, additional funding will not be available unless the group can demonstrate how the project will be significantly developed to have an innovative impact on the local community. 

Organisations applying need to have their own Constitution and Management Committee / Steering Group, as well as a group bank account. The account must be one that requires two signatures for each withdrawal.  Smaller groups without a bank account could access funds through the financial structures of a larger organisation that they are working in partnership with. Please note, this scheme is not intended to replace existing funding or to be used to fund core costs. 

3. What will be funded?

The Bright Ideas Community Health Fund is for groups to develop new and innovative one off projects that have a health focus. The grants cannot be used to fund work that has already taken place. The aim of the fund is to support grass roots projects where the community itself has identified a need and has come up with a new or innovative way of tackling the problems. 

Applicants should make it clear how their project will:

· Improve the health of local people.

· Build stronger links between local communities and statutory services.

· Benefit people living within the boundaries of the Halton and St Helens areas.

· Applicants also need to demonstrate how their project is new and innovative. 

For this round of grants, we are particularly looking for projects that will help us to meet our “Ambitions for Health”, and applicants must demonstrate how their activity will support one or more of the following areas: 

· To support a healthy start in life

· To reduce poor health that results from preventable causes

· To ensure that when people do fall ill from some of the major diseases, they get the best care and support

· To provide services which meet the needs of vulnerable people

· To make sure people have excellent access to services and facilities

· To play our part in strengthening disadvantaged communities

4. What will not be funded?

The Bright Ideas Community Health Fund cannot fund the following:

· Existing running costs of groups (core funding).

· Activities or events which have already taken place.

· Political events or activities.
· Religious events or activities (unless the main focus is health).
5. What is the process for submitting applications?

The application form (attached) must be completed and signed.

If you require an electronic version of this form, please contact the Customer Care Unit on              0800 849 7088 or email: customer.care@hsthpct.nhs.uk .
Completed forms should be sent to: Bright Ideas, c/o Customer Care Unit, NHS Halton & St Helens, Widnes HCRC, Oaks Place, Caldwell Road. Widnes. WA8 7GD
Grants will be considered by a panel of NHS Halton & St Helens, which will also contain independent community representatives, who will meet to discuss and allocate funding to projects that they believe will have the best impact on the health of local people. They will ensure that funded projects reflect local health priorities and that there is a fair spread of projects across the boroughs. 

Applicants can expect to hear whether or not their application has been successful within one month of the closing date.  Unfortunately, not all applications will be successful. The decision of the panel will be final and correspondence will not be entered into. 

All applications must be received by Friday 27th August 2010. Any application received after this date will not be considered. 

When planning the time scale for your project please bear in mind that it could be up to a month before you hear the outcome of your application.

If you don’t provide all the information that is needed to assess your application then the payment of your grant could be delayed. Please help to make the assessment process as quick as possible by answering each section of the application form fully and clearly.

Before sending your application form, please check the following:

· That you have included the name of your organisation’s bank account 
· That you have enclosed a copy of your organisation’s constitution

· That you have given a clear financial breakdown of how you plan to spend the grant

· That you have answered all the questions

· That there is enough time for the application to be assessed and the grant cheque released before your planned work starts. 
6. What will be expected of successful groups?

· A brief evaluation report will be required from each funded project, including a full breakdown of expenditure (with receipts). Please note that NHS Halton and St Helens retain the right to check on the progress of funded projects at any stage.

· NHS Halton and St Helens financial support for the project is to be acknowledged in any publicity material. 

· NHS Halton and St Helens reserves the right to claim back any grant that is not spent as outlined in the application and agreed by the Committee.

If you require any further assistance, or would like to discuss your application, then please contact Alison Brook on 0151 495 5108 or email alison.brook@hsthpct.nhs.uk . 
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	Name of organisation:



	 Contact person:


	 Position within organisation:



	Address:

Postcode:


	Telephone number:

Fax number:

Mobile number:

	Email:



	Does your organisation have its own constitution or set of rules?

                                             Yes / No                                                

Please enclose

Please list the name of the following:

Chair: 

Treasurer:

Secretary: 
	Does your project involve work with children or vulnerable adults?                                  Yes / No
If you answered “yes” to the above question, have all staff and volunteers working directly with children or vulnerable adults passed the relevant Criminal Records Bureau (CRB) check?                                                             

                                                               Yes / No

If you answered “no” to the above question you could include the cost of CRB checks in this funding application. Please contact the Criminal Records Bureau Information Line 0870 90 90 811 or http://www.crb.gov.uk for more details about CRB checks or contact your local voluntary and community sector support organisation.


	Please give a brief description of your organisation, its main purpose and the area it covers. 



	What is the title of the project for which you want a grant?



	Please describe the project for which you want a grant - what are you aiming to do and why?



	How will your planned project benefit people’s health?



	How were local people involved in identifying the need for this project?



	Start date:



	How will your project be monitored? 



	How will your project be evaluated?  


	How much will this project cost?  

Please provide in the table below a clear itemised breakdown of how you plan to use the money. 

If necessary please continue on a separate sheet.

Description

Cost

Total Cost

Is your project dependent upon funding from other sources?                                 Yes / No 

If Yes, when do you expect to hear if other funding applications have been 

successful? 



	What is name on your organisation’s bank account?

(Who to make cheques payable to?) 


	Any other information to support your application? 

(Please continue on a separate sheet if necessary)
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NHS Halton & St Helens is keen to distribute grants as equitably as possible within its boundaries. This involves reaching a wide range of local groups and funding a variety of key health issues. It would help us greatly if you could answer the questions below. The information you give us will be used to monitor how the grants have been distributed across different client groups and health issues. 

1.
Which best describes the health focus of the project you want the grant for? (Please circle as many as apply)

mental health

coronary heart disease

sport/ physical exercise

diabetes


positive health/preventative
asthma/respiratory health

HIV/AIDS


relaxation/complementary

diet/healthy eating





therapies


Cancer

         reducing inequalities for Black
people with a learning 


    and minority ethnic people
disability

crime 
          domestic violence
children (0-16)

men’s health
          drugs and alcohol misuse
young people (17-25)

sexual health

     health education/information
older people (60+)

social inclusion

        refugees and asylum seekers
disabled people

women’s health
         other (please specify)

2.       Which area of Halton or St Helens will your project benefit?

3.
Please list the proposed number of people benefiting from your project in each of the following categories.

	Category
	Proposed number of participants

	People aged 0 – 17 benefiting from health initiatives


	

	People aged 18 - 24 benefiting from health initiatives


	

	People aged between 25 and 64 benefiting from health initiatives


	

	People aged over 65 benefiting from health initiatives


	

	People aged 0 – 17 participating in sporting activities


	

	People aged 18 - 24 participating in sporting activities


	

	People aged between 25 and 64 participating in sporting activities


	

	People aged over 65 participating in sporting activities 


	

	Vulnerable / disabled people supported to take part in activities to enhance lifestyles and well-being
	

	People accessing information on healthy eating, nutrition and cooking


	

	People involved in activities to reduce alcohol consumption


	

	People aged under 18 receiving information, advice or support on contraception issues
	

	Number of additional volunteers recruited


	

	Number of additional volunteers supported with training 


	


4. Please state how your project will help to meet the local ambitions for health? (Complete all that apply)

	To support a healthy start in life

	

	To reduce poor health that results from preventable causes

	

	To ensure that when people do fall ill from some of the major diseases, they get the best care and support

	

	To provide services which meet the needs of vulnerable people



	

	To make sure people have excellent access to services and facilities



	

	To play our part in strengthening disadvantaged communities

	


DECLARATION

The information given is correct to the best of my knowledge and the funding applied for is only for the activities identified in the application form.

Signed …………………………………….      Print Name ……………………………..
Position ……………………………………..      Date …………………………………….

Organisation ………………………………………………………….

Once your application has been received a member of NHS Halton & St Helens staff may contact you to find out more about your planned project.

Applications should be returned to:




Bright Ideas, 

NHS Halton & St Helens

Customer Care Unit

Widnes HCRC, Oaks Place, Caldwell Road. Widnes. WA8 7GD
Please ensure all applications are received by 27th August 2010

If you require any further assistance, or would like to discuss your application, then please contact Alison Brook on 0151 495 5108.
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